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to: 
The Editor 
 
  

       

  

 
Press release 
Trade Press 

 

Dear ,  

Bioplastics Award 2010 - Finalists published... 

The two trade publications bioplastics MAGAZINE and European 
Plastics News decided to team up and jointly present the 5th 
Bioplastics Award. 
 
From a total of more than 20 high class proposals the judging panel 
now presents the five finalists.  

The 5 shortlisted companies/products are (without any ranking): 

FKuR / Fujitsu: Eco Keyboard Fujitsu KBPC PX ECO 

Fujitsu Technology Solutions is the leading IT infrastructure provider 
in Europe. In order to provide respective consumer electronics 
solutions to the ecologically-aware consumer, the Eco keyboard KBPC 
PX ECO was developed using the materials from FKuR Kunststoff 
GmbH. 
 
45% of the plastics components used in this keyboard were replaced 
by materials made from renewable resources. For the keyboard base 
Biograde® C 7500 CL was chosen. Parts made from Biograde meet 
the special requirements for keyboards and in some cases even 
exceed the properties of oil-based plastics. 
 
This new Eco-Keyboard underlines Fujitsu’s Green IT commitment to 
saving CO2 emissions, and represents a further innovation for Green 

IT. 



  

ICO: ‘Green Planet’ Environmentally Friendly Writing 
Instruments and Office Supplies 

A variety of products are made from the biodegradable material PLA, 
derived from corn starch, such as bio-degradable pens, paperclip 
holder, letter opener, stapler, perforator and pen stands. These 
products decompose in environments with a high humidity (50-70%), 
high temperature (60-80°C), microorganisms and oxygen. 
Furthermore, there are also recycled paper products in this range, 
such as the paper pen and various folders for filing, best illustrated in 
the attachment. 
 
ICO Stationery Manufacturing JSC has developed a unique product 
range among the green product manufacturers. Not only does ICO 
make ballpoint pens from bio-material – of which there is already a 
great variety on the market - but they offer a full range including desk 
accessories such as pen stands, staplers, perforators and folders. 
Catalogues and leaflets are issued on a regular basis to promote these 
environmentally friendly products. 

Proganic: A New Material for Injection Moulding of High 
Quality Products 

Proganic is a bio-polymer based on PHA (Polyhydroxyalkanoates), as 
well as a combination of renewable vegetable oils, waxes and natural 
minerals which provide sealing and water resistance. It can be used 
as a replacement for a variety of thermoplastics including PP and ABS. 
Technically it is most comparable to ABS plastic. 
 
Proganic is tested for the ‘ultimate aerobic biodegradability of plastic 
materials in an aqueous medium‘ according to ISO 14851 (by 
measuring the oxygen demand) and ISO 14852 (by analysis of 
evolved carbon dioxide). It is home compostable in both open and 
closed composters at 20°C. It conforms to the European Norm EN 71, 
Articles 3 and 9 (toys) and it also conforms to the requirements of the 
American Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for use in the food and 
beverage industry. Proganic products currently available directly from 
Propper include watering cans, flower pots, self adhesive hooks, egg 
cups and spoons, strainers. 

Toyota - The Application of Bioplastics for the New Luxury 
Hybrid Car ‘SAI‘ 

Toyota - The Application of Bioplastics for the New Luxury Hybrid Car 
‘SAI‘: The Toyota Passenger Vehicle Development Center 2 of Toyota 
Motors Corporation has been very active in the area of bioplastics 
development since 2003, thus being one of the world‘s pioneers. The 
success of the bioplastics applications in the new luxury Hybrid Car, 
the ‘SAI‘, is an outstanding example not only for the wide variety of 
the material utilization but also the wide range of the application area. 

EconCore – PLA Honeycomb Sandwich Structure 

Over the last 6 months EconCore has optimized the production 
technology to produce PLA based hexagonal honeycomb cores using a 
continuous production process. Only moments after the core is 
produced skin layers are added in a second step of the continuous 
production process. These skins could be made from unfilled PLA 
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material to make a mono material panel or, in case a higher 
performance is required, could be replaced with consolidated flax in a 
PLA matrix. 
 
Key advantages: 
 
    * Made from renewable, biobased polymers 
    * Increased performance at reduced weight 
    * Reduced production cost versus traditional panels and materials 
    * Excellent strength and stiffness 
    * Good impact resistance 

The PLA honeycomb sandwich structure is 100% renewable, 
minimizes the use of PLA and is hence also price competitive with 
(much heavier) products made from traditional plastics.  

### 

Reprint free. Pictures can be downloaded from 
http://www.bioplasticsmagazine.com/Bioplastics Award_Pics.zip and 
may only be used for the purpose of this press release. 

 
Kind Regards, 
 
Dr. Michael Thielen 
Editor / Publisher 
 
Polymedia Publisher GmbH 
Dammer Str. 112 
41066 Mönchengladbach, Germany 
Tel.: +49 2161 664864 
Fax: +49 2161 631045 
 
mt@bioplasticsmagazine.com 
www.bioplasticsmagazine.com 
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